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Sparks 


“Old Mother Hubbard went to 
the cupboard to get her 
poor dog a bone. 

“When she came there the 
cupboard was bare 

“And so the poor dog had none.” 

s* ¢ # 


ILLUSTRATE the point I 
want to make, I’m turning to 
the good old Mother Goose rhymes 
to bring out the fact that this 
automotive industry of ours is 
going sled-length in the nation’s 
salvage campaign in which it has 
pioneered so efficiently. Of course, 
the automotive cupboard is not 
bare yet and it never should be, 
for if it ever is the postwar re- 
vival of the automobile business 
would be set back at least a 
year if the scrapping includes the 
destruction of the dies from which 
the 1942 models were built. These 
are still intact, despite increasing 
demands of the non-thinking pub- 
lic that they go into the scrap pile. 
It is pleasing to report that many 
of the big daily papers have come 
to the rescue and in strong edi- 
torials are insisting on “hands off” 
unless as a last resort. 
* * * 

I’VE BEEN looking into the 
matter myself and I sorta feel that 
it wouldn’t be much of a contribu- 
tion to the scrap pile to break up 
these all-important dies. I’m told 
that an analysis made by engineers 
shows that in the large dies, there 
is 90 percent iron and only 10 per- 
cent steel, and in the smaller ones 
75 percent iron and 25 percent steel. 
Mother Hubbard herself would 
agree with me that the automotive 
cupboard is almost boneless now. 
On the other hand, the preservation 
of those dies will mean that, once 
peace comes, the resumption of the 
manufacture of automobiles will 
come within a few months follow- 
ing the signing of the peace pact. 
To make new dies and get into 
production might take a year, 
maybe more. In the meantime, 
hundreds of thousands of automo- 
tive employes would be starving. 

* * * 

THE WITCH HUNTERS should 
give pause also to the very evident 
fact that the civilian “soldiers” 
back of the front line of battle 
must be able to get to their jobs. 
To do so, dies that are needed to 
make replacement parts have to be 
kept in service. Essential war 
transportation cannot be jeopard- 
ized unless we want the Hirohitlers 
to lick us. 

* ¢ @ 

IT IS TO BE hoped that the 
powers that be will give heed the 
recommendation of the Petroleum 
Industry War Council that he grant 
a 90-day delay in the inauguration 
of nationwide gasoline rationing 
to determine whether the 35 miles 
per hour speed limit and voluntary 
cooperation “cannot accomplish as 
much as coupon rationing.” 

I’m beginning to believe that gen- 
eral observance of the 35-mile-an- 
hour speed limit is definitely help- 
ing rubber conservation, which is 
the main idea back of gasoline ra- 
tioning. Enforcement of that speed 
limit is teaching us lessons that 
may be invaluable in the postwar 
period. It’s teaching us that if we 
travel at 35 m.p.h., and watch tire 
inflation just as carefully as we do 
the rubber, it is going to be possi- 
ble to increase the life of a tire 
from the present average of 20,000 
miles to at least 50,000. That’s what 
I was told at Akron the other day 
by experts who have figured it 


all out. 
—Curis SINSABAUGH 
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Curis SinsaBaucn, Editor 


Gerorce M. SLtocum, Publisher 





$4 Per Year, 15¢ Per Copy 








NADA Finance Drive Termed Success 


Full Representation in Capital Seems Assured for Immediate Future; 
Rubber Sources Confident Essential Needs Will Be Met; 
Possible Effects of New Stabilization Order 


Concluding a nationwide tour in Chi- 
NADA Financing cago, David E. Castles, president of 
Campaign Is National Automobile Dealers Assn., 
Termed Success Thursday termed NADA’s financing 
campaign a success and declared that 
continued full representation for dealers in Washington 
seems assured for the immediate future. Castles, reached 
in St. Louis by AUTOMOTIVE NEws, declined to estimate 
the total pledges obtained from dealers and associations 
during the drive, asserting that state and local associations 
are still conducting their followup campaigns in many 
instances. 

With two exceptions, it was learned, the nationwide 

tour, designed to raise about $500,000 for continuance of 
NADA’s work in Washington, was a greater success than 
the 1941 campaign which netted about $190,000. Typical 
of the response is the action of the NADA Special Fund 
committee for Pennsylvania, which has voted another 
$10,000 to NADA from the fund raised last year, with 
the understanding that the state will contribute its 
proportionate share of whatever sum is collected not to 
exceed $23,507 for Pennsylvania, the amount remaining 
in the state’s fund prior to the second $10,000 contribution. 
Should this sum be exceeded, the special committee will 
meet to decide a future — 
Since all branches of the trade 
already are under price regulations, 
the new Office of Economic Stabiliza- 
tion will have little immediate effect 
on that phase of the automotive 
industry. However, through controls over wages, salaries 
and profits, the OES (headed by Justice James Byrnes) 
is expected to exert considerable influence over the 
automotive industry as a whole. 

Some difficulties may arise in both the manufacturing 
and dealer field as a result of the stabilization of wages, 
with a virtual prohibition of pay increases over rates 
prevailing Sept. 15. However, the stipulation, that 
increases may be allowed to correct maladjustments or 
inequalities, at discretion of the War Labor Board, should 
serve to help solve this problem. Freezing of salaries 
above $5,000, with a roof of $25,000 on any annual net 
salary, will hit mumerous automotive executives and 
dealer officials. Fixing of price ceilings to prevent 
unreasonable profits will effect additional changes. 

It is to be noted that nothing in the President’s order 
is to be construed as affecting present operations of 
wage-hour, National Labor Relations or other similar acts. 
Also that the order provides for control over rationing, 
rationing subsidies, living costs and rents. 


New Stabilization 
Order’s Effects 
On Auto Industry 





News in Brief 


provides for staying court pro- 


Urges Delay 
WASHINGTON. — Petroleum 
Industry War Council last week 
recommended a ninety-day delay 
in the inauguration of nation- 
wide gasoline rationing to deter- 
mine whether the 35-mile-an- 
hour speed limit and voluntary 
cooperation “cannot accomplish 
as much as coupon rationing.” 


Plant to Navy 
NORFOLK, Va.—The Navy is 
in process of taking over the 
Ford assembly plant property 
here for an undisclosed purpose. 


Soldier Protection 


WASHINGTON. — President 
Roosevelt last week signed the 
bill to protect the civil rights of 
men in the armed forces. It 


ceedings, foreclosures, evictions 
and other actions to enforce 
execution of civil obligations. 


Warns Violators 
WASHINGTON. — Warning 
those who would “try to beat” 
the nationwide gasoline-rubber 
rationing program, Rubber Czar 
William M. Jeffers last week 
told a national radio audience 
that “Our aim is not to take 
automobiles, trucks, buses and 
farm equipment out of active 
service; rather our aim is to 
keep them in service until] the 
day when we will have an ade- 
quate supply of rubber substi- 
tutes.” Jeffers said gasoline ra- 
tioning regulations would be 
flexible enough to permit essen- 
tial driving in wide-open areas. 































‘To Dry Up Dealers 
Stock Shelves’ 


€ 


‘, ... It is our intention in this manner to dry up 

dealers’ stock shelves and make immediately available 

to our armed forces eo which is badly needed.” 
* 


This quotation, taken from a communication of the 
Army Ordnance department in connection with the 
nationwide drive for service and maintenance power 
tools, brings into focus again the continual battle be- 
tween the military and civilian branches of our nation, 
over who should get what, etc. 

No one has any quarrel with the need for giving 
our armed forces all they require—God help those 
who don’t think that way. 

_ But there must be a happy medium between what 
is taken for the armed forces and what is left for 
the essential civilian forces of America—the military 
forces can’t fight without civilian production; neither 
can civilian production function without transportation. 

Therefore, a drive to obtain service tools—through 
drying up dealers’ stock shelves—might easily supply 
frontline needs but at the same time might hamstring 
our transportation — Pr our war effort. 

How long, we wonder, will it be before some central 
authority is set up to determine exactly what must go 
to the armed forces and what must remain for civilian 
use—and make it stick? 






Confirming general belief in the rubber 
industry, John L. Collyer, president of 


Rubber Circles 
Confident Needs B. F. Goodrich Co., last week told a 


Will Be Met Cornell University audience in Ithaca, 
N. Y., that America will have “enough 
synthetic rubber in time, and not too much, too late.” 
Collyer said “we must ‘bull through’ the gigantic synthetic 
rubber program with all possible speed ... and I am 
confident we can, given the necessary structural material.” 

Rubber circles in general express confidence that, 
providing no serious hitch develops, there will be sufficient 
tires and recapping material available to maintain Amer- 
ica’s essential transportation as well as the armed forces 
during the critical period of 1943 and thereafter. This 
assumption, of course, is based on the probable effective- 
ness of the rubber conservation program now being put 
into effect as a result : the Baruch rubber report. 

x * 

Steps to begin at once studies of 
postwar problems as they affect the 
automobile dealer are being taken by 
NADA. At a meeting of NADA’s 
Executive committee in Washington 
last week, a resolution was adopted to the effect that a 
permanent committee be appointed to explore and direct 
studies of postwar situations in the dealer field. The 
committee, which it is expected will remain intact through- 
out the war and for a long time afterward, has not yet 
been appointed, but dealers are being urged to write NADA 
headquarters in Washington expressing their views on 
problems that are likely to develop after the war and 
suggest steps to meet them. 

Informal discussions among dealers reveal the fact 
that there is a lack of understanding of postwar manu- 
facturing problems. Some dealers who have not thought 
the question through, have jumped at the conclusion that 
new and possibly radically changed models might be put 
on the market shortly after the close of the war. This 
obviously is impossible, it is declared. The Executive 
committee approved the Baruch rubber report, 


NADA Committee 
Plans Study of 
Postwar Problems 








2—(534) 
14,384 of 28,500 in Aug.: 


War Workers Get Half 
Of Rationed Cars 


Special to Automotive News | classifications of persons to whom 
WASHINGTON.—About half of certificates were issued during the 
the 28,500 new passenger automo-| month, OPA found that second to 
biles rationed for civilian use dur-| war workers were farmers and 
ing August went to war workers, others who were granted permis- 
the OPA reported last week. | Sion to buy cars for moving farm 
In a study of the eligibility | produce and supplies. Rationing to 


| this classification of eligibles ac- 
Sales Continue counted for almost 16 percent of 
Conservative 


the indicated total of releases for 
In San Antonio 


the month. Third were traveling 
SAN ANTONIO.—New car sales | 


salesmen, who received about 8 
percent of the certificates issued. 

for September, as_ reported by | 

dealer-members of the San An-) 


| Distribution of the rationing 
certificates among the various clas- 
sifications of eligibles during Au- 
gust is shown as follows: 
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Power Tools Needed 
For Overseas Forces 


U. S. Ordnance department is launching a nationwide drive 
to purchase service and maintenance power tools, available in 
retail stock around the country, to supply overseas maintenance 
crews. Dealers and jobbers will be paid their retail price for 


the tools, according to Brig. Gen. J. Kirk, of Ordnance department. 
Following is a list of the items the department wants: 


Air compressors, boring bars (portable), small hoists, cut-off 
machines (power-driven hack saws, band saws), bench drill presses, 
portable electric drills, engine and parts cleaners, portable forges, 
bench and portable maintenance grinders, bench engine and brake 


drum lathes, paint spray equipment, arbor and straightening 
presses, hand riveters, bench shapers, Oxy and electric (200 Amp. 
minimum) D. C. welding machines, woodworking machinery. 





Auto Graveyards Producing 


20% of All Steel Scrap 














tonio Automobile Trade Assn., con- —— ae 
tinued to reflect the conservative Paysics Issued Total 
i | sicians, surgeons, 
— these dealers have | snurses,. veterinarians 1.431 5. 
. 8 $s Oo 
The report shows that there were| [eligious faith....... 430 1.51 
101 units sold, of which 81 were. Seadauines bareies +4 = 
passenger cars, 18 commercial} Public police services 462 1.62 
units, and two trucks. Sales, ac- | asoaren and safety... 259 .91 
cording to makes, were as follows: | Taxi, jitn —— aeeeeeves 158 1.3 
Buick, 12; Chevrolet, 17; Dia- ieee for 
mond T Truck, 4; Dodge, 9 (and ; on, 
10 trucks); Ford, 6 (and 2 trucks! Transportation to war 5.06 
and 2 commercial units) ; Hudson, | industries, etc....... 14,384 50.47 
1; IHC Truck, 1; Lincoln-Zephyr, 1; po earl am aad 
Mercury, 1; Oldsmobile, 4; Packard,| Moving farm produce . 
7; Plymouth, 4; oa 5; and, | ne supplies sachets 4,535 15.91 
Studebaker, 11. Totals, 81 cars, reling salesmen: 
2 commercial units and 18 trucks, Went, food. ete. 2,251 7.90 
for a total of 101 units. newspapers ......... 108 .38 
September sales during preced- Miscellaneous ....... 69 .24 
ing years were as follows: 1937—| Total ................ 28,500 100.00 
617; 1938—351; 1939495; 1940—547; ————— 
1941—347. ° 
While sales of new “— = _ OPA Dr afting 
have shown a sharp decline, the ° 
parts and service departments have Conversion Rules 
continued to do a big business. The} DETROIT.—OPA is in the pro- 
service departments of all dealers} cess of drafting regulations on 
are on a full-time basis, with 4! conversion of automobiles into 
few on a 24-hour schedule. buses. At the present time, a 


One dealer reports his service 





dealer cannot convert a passenger 


business double that of a year ago,| car to either a station wagon or 
and all dealers report good returns. to a passenger carrying bus with- 





Dealer News 


In Brief 


Revised 2A Forms 
Dealers’ attention is called to the 


out first having received a certifi- 
cate from the local allocation office 
and without having received ex- 
press permission from the OPA 
office in Washington to make the 
conversion. 

OPA obtained authority from 
WPB over conversions for two pur- 


necessity of filing OPA Form R-203/ poses: first, it was essential that 


(revised) in accordance with Ra- 


it know when conversions were 


tioning Order 2A. This form must| made in order to keep inventory 


be filed by all dealers when trans- 
ferring any new car, as defined in 
Rationing Order 2A, to other deal- 
ers, when junking a car, or when 
repossessing a car. In addition, 
dealers are required to file OPA 
Form R-203 (revised) for 
transfers, prior to June 12, 1942, 
made to the Army, Navy, or Marine 
Corps of the United States, the 
United States Maritime Commis- 
sion, the Panama Canal ,the Coast 
and Geodetic Survey, the Coast 
Guard, the Civilian Aeronautics Au- 
thority, the National Advisory 
Commission for Aeronautics, or the 
Office of Scientific Research and 
Development. 
* + + 
$200,000 in Phila. 

Dealers in Philadelphia, through 
the Philadelphia Auto Trade Assn., 
have subscribed to the purchase of 
bonds in the amount of $200,000 for 
the purchase of a bomber which 
will be named after the association. 

7” ed * 
Monthly Report Asked 
Senate Resolution 294 would 
require Rubber Czar Jeffers to 
submit, at 30-day intervals, re- 
port of status of rubber supplies 
and of progress of rubber pro- 
duction. 
. = 2 
Shortage of Parts? 

Lee Moran, president, Pittsburgh 
Auto Dealers Assn. has called 
attention to the acute shortage of 
knee-action units, shock absorbers, 
tie end rods, tie rods, upper and 
lower pivot pins and _ bushings, 
king pins and bushings and steer- 
ing knuckles with the pertinent 
observation that little rubber will 
be saved on cars requiring these 
parts unless the shortage is over- 
Similar reports come from 


come. J Ere 
other dealers. Is this condition 
general? 

“Worth its weight in  gold!’’— 


Dealers say about Automotive News 





information up to date; second, it 
permits OPA to check on conver- 
sions and to prevent conversions 
being made which in their opinion 
are unwise. 

It will be OPA’s policy to grant 


any | applications for the right to make 


conversions except in those cases 
where a four-door sedan would be 
converted. The dealer may apply 
to OPA for permission to convert 
upon receiving a government ex- 
emption permit, as well as when 
he receives a certificate of transfer. 


64 New Cars Are Sold 


In Canton in Sept. 


CANTON, O.—Of the 2,568 motor 
vehicle certificates of title filed 
with the title division of the Clerk 
of Courts office during September, 
only 64 were for new cars. 

Included in the total certificates 
were 593 for used cars sold by 
dealers and 1,911 representing cars 
involved in individual] transfers. 


New and Used 


WASHINGTON. — Auto grave- 
yards now are producing about 20 
percent of all the iron and steel 
scrap being used by our wartime 
steel industry. That’s how impor- 
tant old jalopies have become. 
That’s how important the auto 
graveyards are in our war effort. 

During the last six months the 
scrapped remains of more than a 
million automobiles have moved 
from these yards into steel plants. 
And with the crucial shortage in 
metal scrap of all kinds, the gov- 
ernment is hoping to maintain this 
rate for some time to come. 

There are some 20,000 auto grave- 
yards in this country. In the old 
prewar days of waste and plenty, 
old cars might sit in heaps in 
these yards for years. It’s a differ- 


Akron Car Sales 
Slough Off Due 
To Public Fear 


AKRON.—Gasoline rationing fear 
has provided another serious blow 
to the automobile sales business 
here, and inquiries for new and 
used cars have fallen to a new low. 
Akron dealers are hopeful, however, 
that when rationing becomes a 


reality, motorists will find it not 


too severe and will resume buying 
cars. 

Meanwhile, they are using the lull 
period for reconditioning the cars 
they have on hand. 

For the week ended Oct. 1, Akron 
district dealers reported the sale of 
25 new cars, as compared with 15 
the previous week and 118 the same 
week a year ago. Used car sales, 
week ended Oct. 1, were 181 com- 
pared with 211 the previous week 
this year and 374 same week in 
1941. 


Capt. Martin Feted 


AKRON.—Capt. Paul Martin, former 
secretary of the Akron District Auto- 
mobile Dealers Assn., was feted last 
week by the automobile dealers when 
he paid a brief visit to Akron. He 
was the honor guest at a dinner at the 
Mayflower Hotel. Martin resigned to 
serve in the U. S. army. He recently 
was promoted to a captaincy and has 
been made superintendent of gasoline 
motor repair shop which will set up 
shortly overseas. 


Car Sales Up 


MILLERSBURG, O.—Keith K. Kaser, 
clerk of courts, has announced that six 
new cars were sold in September in 
Holmes county, as compared to three 
in August. 


Car Sales 


Decline in Columbus 


COLUMBUS, O.—J. Arthur Yoder, | 
clerk of the Franklin county courts, | 
announces that new automobile 
sales in Columbus and in the 
county for the first nine months of 
this year totaled 1,525 vehicles, 
compared with 13,647 in the similar 
period in 1941. 

New car sales in September 
totaled 117 against 148 in August 
and 550 in September last year. 
Only three new truck titles were 
registered last month compared 
with 16 in August and 153 in 
September, 1941; for the year 300 
new trucks were reported sold 
against 1,810 in the first nine 
months of 1941. 


Used car titles filed in September 
numbered 862, and with 1,277 re- 
sales and 1,129 casuals, the grand 
total was 3,268; grand totals for 
August were 3,713 and for Septem- 
ber, 1941, were 4,307; for nine 
months this year used car sales 
reached 8,609 against 22,703 for nine 
months of 1941. 

Thirty-five used truck titles were 
filed last month which, with 57 
resales and 75 casuals, brought the 
total] to 167, against 196 in August 
and 389 in September, 1941. Nine 
months’ used truck title registra- 
tions hit 497 compared with 977 
in a similar period of 1941. 


ent story now. In peacetime, the 
yards moved about 150,000 cars a 
month; today, they are handling 
400,000 cars a month and the rate 
is moving steadily upward. 

Under pressure from the Auto 
Graveyard section of the War Pro- 
duction Board’s Conservation divi- 
sion, the time it takes to move a 
jalopy through the yard enroute 
to the furnace has been cut from 
60 days to a national average of 

In some parts of the 
it has been cut to as 
little as 24 days. 

Auto graveyards are not merely 
temporary resting-places for cars 
going to their final reward. These 
yards are in the business of sal- 
vaging and selling usable automo- 
bile parts. When a car comes in, 
it has to be dismantled. Every 
part that can be used again has 
to be removed. Some day before 
long the average motorist will be 
only too glad to buy the carburetor 
or water pump that came out of a 
car long since converted into part 
of a tank, a ship, a plane or an 


anti-aircraft gun. This dismantling | 
process takes time and there aren’t | of Defense Transportation, 
many men available to do this | 


expert job. 
Scrapped Tires 


Go Back in Use 


RICHMOND, Va.—Some tires 
from the Federal Rubber Reserve 
Corp.’s scrap stockpile here are 
going directly back to the road 
instead of to rubber recovery plants. 

Dr. Hart Schaaf, Virginia OPA 
rationing administrator, said the 
plan would be operated only in 
Virginia for the time being. He 
would like to see it made nation- 
wide. 

A survey made by Schaaf and 
associates in rationing work show- 
ed 7.2 percent of the tires in the 
government’s scrap rubber stock- 
piles were fit for further use, and 
Harry T. McIntyre has been desig- 
nated as agent for the distribution 
of 645 such tires to 27 Virginia 
rationing boards. Others will be 
taken out from the pile at the rate 
of about 1,000 a week. 


Denver to Study Ban 
On Auto Auctions 


DENVER.—The city council is 
expected to consider this week a 
proposed ordinance prohibiting auc- 
tion sales of motor vehicles in this 
city. A bill, drawn by Assistant 


City Attorney Frank L. Hays, has} 


been filed with the council. 

City officials said complaint had 
been made that auction sales of 
automobiles are usually conducted 
by nonresidents of Denver, and 
sufficient opportunity is not af- 
forded a purchaser to make a com- 
plete investigation as to the me- 
chanical condition or title of cars 
placed on the block. Under terms 
of the measure, no licensed auc- 
tioneer would have authority to 


conduct an auction of motor 
vehicles. 
Bragg Leaves AMA 


NEW YORK.—Harry G. Bragg, gen- 
eral manager of the Automobile Mer- 
chants Assn. of New York for the past 
19 years, has announced his resignation 
from that position to take over a new 
post with George A. Fuller Co. & 
Merritt-Chapman & Scott Corp. No 
successor to Bragg has been uamed. 


All Wars End! There'll be Cars and 
Trucks and Tires to sell again. 


DIGEST EDITION 
Driving Declines 


Sharply in All 


Parts of Nation 


WASHINGTON.—tTraffic on rural 
highways declined 49 percent in 
the gasoline-rationed area and 27 
percent in the unrationed area in 
August compared with the same 
month a year ago, the Public Roads 
Administration of the Federal 
Works Agency reported last week 
following a preliminary summary 
of the records of more than 460 
automatic traffic recorders oper- 
ated by 39 state highway depart- 
ments. The total decline for the 
39 states was 36 percent. 

Gasoline tax collections in 31 
states in August, representing fuel 
consumption mainly in July, also 
were reported. These totaled $47,- 
574,000 or 20 percent less than a 
year earlier. In 10 rationed and 21 
unrationed states, collections were 
down 25 and 17 percent, respec- 
tively. 

As indicative of the near elimina- 
tion of “pleasure” driving, the re- 
port cited supplementary records 
showing the following decreases in 
August passenger-car traffic; 17 
toll facilities from Maine to Vir- 
ginia, 42 percent; Sumner Tunnel, 
Boston, 30; Cross County Parkway, 
Westchester County, N. Y., 64; 
Pennsylvania Turnpike, 67; Pensa- 
cola Bay Bridge, Fla., 34; and 16 
toll bridges in Kentucky, 29. 

The voluntary reduction in total 
traffic is indicated by a review of 
counts unaffected by rationing. The 
27 percent decline on rural roads 
in the unrationed area in August 
compares with a 25 percent decline 
in July, 22 in June, about 15 in 
May, 15 in April, 11 in March and 
8 in February. 


Low-Cost Cars 
Seen After War 


NEW YORK.—€ars will be better 
and cheaper, revolutionizing high- 
way transportation after the war, 
William J. Cumming, vehicle 
maintenance director of the Office 

re- 
dicted last week in an oddnens to 
the Society of Automotive Engi- 
neers. 

Lessons of wartime maintenance 
of motor vehicles will result in 
postwar machines designed pri- 
marily for efficient function, rather 
— smart appearance, Cumming 
said. 

P. E, Friend, of Wilkening Mfg. 
Co., told the engineers that new 
expander-type piston rings had 
been developed which would double 
the operating life of vehicular en- 
gines and halve oil consumption. 


Industry Lends Men 


To Salvage Drive 


NEW YORK.—More than: 3,000 
trained field men, loaned by private 
industry to assist in the industrial 
salvage program, are augmenting 
the manpower of the WPB’s Con- 
servation division in the most 
thoroughly organized search for 
industrial scrap to date. 

This army of field men, donated 
for 90 days by industry, embraces 
men recruited from the iron and 
steel industry, the American Steel 
Warehouse Assn., the Associated 
Equipment Distributors, and the 
National Assn. of Sales Executives. 
Working closely with the efforts 
of the Industrial Salvage section 
of the Conservation Division, WPB, 
these men will call on industrial 
plants throughout the country in 
the interest of stimulating the 
scrap program and to insure that 
all possible dormant scrap is moved. 


Byron F. Fortier 


GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — Byron 
Franklin Fortier, 49, president of 
Michigan Bumper Co., died Sept. 30 


after a long illness. 





Canadian Trucks 
DETROIT.—Fearing a break- 
down in its transportation sys- 
tem as equipment grows obso- 
lete, Canada may soon resume 
production of trucks, J. O. Good- 
man, executive secretary of the 
Automotive Transport Assn. of 
Canada, said here last week. 
Like the U. S., Canada halted 
manufacture of trucks several 
months ago, recently, however, 
the U. S, government authorized 
the manufacture of 600,000 


heavy-duty trucks. 
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Bofors Gun Work Honored— 


7 Chrysler Plants Get 


Army-Navy 


DETROIT.—A total of 42,413 
Chrysler Corp. employes in six 
plants in Detroit and 3,583 em- 
ployes in its New Castle (Ind.) 
plant, simultaneously Oct. 6 re- 
ceived the Army-Navy “E” Award 
for war production achievement in 
connection with the manufacture 
of Bofors rapid fire anti-aircraft 
cannons from the Under-Secretary 
of the Navy, James V. Forrestal 
and Rear Admiral W. H. P. Blandy, 
Navy chief of ordnance. This is the 
largest number of employes in one 
company so far to be given this 
award at one time. 

Assembly time for the guns 
has been cut from 450 hours 
each to 14 hours each, through 
Chrysler design changes, 

The plants involved in Detroit 


Hudson to Build 


Engines for 


Invasion Boats 


DETROIT. — Powerful Hudson 
Invader engines for the Navy soon 
will be rolling in volume from the 
production lines which formerly 
turned out Hudson automobile 
engines, A. E. Barit, president of 
Hudson, revealed last week. 

The Invader, as its name implies, 
will be a potent force in Commando 
and Ranger type raids and in task 
forces where landing and invasion 
boats carry the war to the enemy. 

The Invader is a powerful marine 
engine and was selected to drive 
these heavy barges in all kinds of 
weather and seas. 

Although the difference in size 
and design poses new manufactur- 
ing problems, Hudson will produce 
the marine motors almost entirely 
with automobile machinery which 
company engineers have converted 
for the project. 

The marine engine project is the 
third new major war production 
contract Hudson has announced 
recently. In addition, Hudson’s 
former automobile plants are well 
ahead of schedules in production 
for medium bomber fuselage sec- 
tions, wings for powerful dive 
bombers, airplane engine parts, 
tank parts, Navy mine anchors and 
other restricted material. 

In addition, the company oper- 
ates under lease for the Navy the 
huge U. S. Naval Ordnance plant, 
one of the largest war projects in 
the Detroit area, where production 
ranges from heavy gun mounts 
and 20 m.m. anti-aircraft guns to 
delicate fire control apparatus. 


Labor Groups 


Form Federation 


CHICAGO.—Confederated Unions 
of America, a new association of 
independent labor unions, was 
formed here last week with Mat- 
thew Smith, of Detroit, secretary 
of the Mechanics Educational So- 
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WLB Orders Chrysler Pay 
Boosted 4 Cents an Hour 


E 


were the Chrysler Highland Park 
plant, Lynch Road Plant, and 
Plymouth, Dodge, DeSoto and 
Chrysler passenger car plants. 

Although the main ceremony was 
held at the Highland Park Plant, 
the remarks of Forrestal and Ad- 
miral Blandy were broadcast to all 
the other plants through an inter- 
plant telephone system. 

K. T. Keller, Chrysler president, 
introduced the Under-Secretary, 
and Capt. A. S. Wotherspoon, De- 
troit Navy ordnance chief, explain- 
ed the significance of the “E” and 
introduced Admiral Blandy. 

Each of the other Chrysler Corp. 
plants also had its own ceremony, 
with company and union represen- 
tatives and Army and Navy offi- 
cials participating. L. G. Peed, vice- 
president of DeSoto, was master of 
ceremonies. 


Chrysler Corp. has already had 
similar awards given to its tank 
and Airtemp-Dayton plants. In- 
cluding the new awards, now more 
than 75 percent of all its employes 
have been so honored. 


War on WPB Forms 
Bringing Relief 


DETROIT.—The campaign for 
simplified government forms 


initiated last year by a WPB 
committee has made its first re- 
port, showing 120 forms for- 
merly used by WPB abolished. 
About the same number have 
been simplified, and all have 


been standardized in format. 
No estimate of the overall sav- 
ing in time in business offices 
as a result was given, but the 
committee believes it to be 
enormous. 

The committee’s life has been 
extended to Dec. 31, at the re- 
quest of appreciative industrial- 
ists who hope that this form of 
governmental red-tape may be 
slashed still further. 





Rules Relaxed on Tires 
For Share-Ride Cars 


DETROIT.—Reversing a previous 
ruling, Office of Price Administra- 
tion Wednesday made eligible for 
recapped or Grade 2 new tires the 
cars of all members of a group- 
ride “club” in any war-essential 
establishment employing more 
than 100 persons. 


Previously, only one car for each 
group had been eligible. 


DETROIT.—With the _ increase 
totalling about $7,500,000 a year, the 
War Labor Board last week grant- 
ed a four-cents-an-hour pay boost 
to 90,000 Chrysler workers. The 
same raise was allowed General 
Motors workers several weeks ago. 

WLB’s decision also adjusted 
vacation pay to bring it in line 


95 Pct. of Auto 
Industry Devoted 
To War Work 


WASHINGTON.—The automotive 
industry devoted 95.1 percent of 
its efforts to direct war production 
in July, the War Production Board 
reported last week. This com- 
pares with 91.6 percent in June 
and 80.3 percent in May. 

Statistics gathered from 133 com- 
panies, representing over 69 per- 
cent of the entire industry, showed 
that shipments of the group soared 
past the half-billion-dollar mark, 
totaling $540,979,000 as against 
$494,113,000 in June. This included 
shipments from subcontractors to 
prime contractors. 
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with action in the GM case, and 
directed that “wage rates for 
women shall be set in accordance 
with the principle of equal pay for 
comparable quantity and quality of 
work on comparable operations.” 

WLB denied two requests of the 
UAW-CIO, which had asked for a 
$1 an hour minimum wage and for 
abolition of differentials between 
plants of the corporation. 

The four-cent wage increase is 
retroactive to June 1, when the 
corporation’s agreement with the 
UAW expired. 


2 WPB Deputies Named 


For Detroit Region 

DETROIT.—Appointment of two 
WPB staff members as deputy re- 
gional directors is announced by 
D. J. Hutchins, director of the War 
Production Board’s Detroit region. 

They are Hugo A. Weissbrodt and 
James E. Wilson. Weissbrodt be- 
comes deputy director for small 
war plants and production service; 
Wilson was elevated to deputy di- 
rector in charge of the priorities 
division. 
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ciety of America, as president. 

In his keynote address at the 
convention, Smith declared that the 
CUA would be “to the left of the 
CIO and the AFL” and that it 
would wage war on those two 
unions. However, a final declara- 
tion of the CUA said the delegates 
do not want to “declare war on 
the AFL and CIO” but rather to 
fight a war “to protect the rights 
and interests of labor.” 

Backbone of the CUA, with a 
claimed membership of more than 
200,000, are the Brotherhood of 
Welders, Cutters and Helpers; the 
MESA, the Assn. of Communication 
Equipment Workers, and the Inde- 
pendent Metal Workers Union. 


Exit 6-Hour Day 
AKRON.—Rubber circles esti- 

mate it will take another 10 

days to re-schedule workers 
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from six-hour to eight-hour 

shifts in local tire plants. Thus 

war is sounding the death knell 

of the six-hour-day, begun as a New York Office: Chicago Office: 
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depression. The District Man- 
power Commission paved the 
way for the change last week 
when it ruled a labor shortage 
exists here. 
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Klugh Hits Capital— 


Laxity on Mechanic 


Problem Assailed 


Special to Automotive News 
HARRISBURG, Pa. — Asserting 
that “there is no disposition on the 
part of any one at this time to 
freeze mechanics,” C. S, Klugh, 
manager of the Pennsylvania Auto- 


CATA Proposes 
Freezing of 


Car Mechanics 


CHICAGO.—Approving the idea 
of a manpower policy, Chicago 
Automobile Trade Assn, last week 
recommended a program, so far 
as dealer mechanics are concerned, 
whereby employment would be 
stabilized “through freezing after 
a determination of the number of 
men needed to keep essential cars 
and trucks running.” 

This, the CATA contended, “may 
well be the practical step for the 
government to take,” and, “though 
seemingly undemocratic in the 
abstract, is in the concrete the 
essence of democracy when related 
to the larger purposes such freez- 
ing would serve not only in our 
own industry but in other essential 
industries as_ well. 

“As matters now stand, to take 
the example of our own industry, 
although the repair and mainte- 
nance of motor vehicles is essential 
in the war effort, auto and truck 
mechanics are being drafted in 
large numbers or are pirated away 
by other industries holding out the 
frequently false lure of higher 
wages. 

“The chief problem of motor ve- 
hicle dealers is manpower for both 
service departments and offices. 
Beside this question mark, all 
other problems—gas rationing with 
all the difficulties in its wake; car 
and truck rationing; inventory 
regulations, etc.—are dwarfed, im- 
portant as they are now. 

“Keep making every effort to 
train older men, physically handi- 
capped persons and women for 
your dealership.” 


Gas Stations Allowed 
Oct. °41 Profit Margin 


WASHINGTON.—Retail gasoline 
dealers last week were authorized 
by OPA to charge maximum prices 
that will maintain the level of 
margins which they enjoyed during 
the major portion of the period, 
Oct. 1-15, 1941. 

The authorization, OPA said, will 
cause only slight retail price in- 
creases for a small group of deal- 
ers who reduced prices during 
March and now are caught in a 
squeeze by wholesale prices rising 
from levels below the ceiling to the 
maximum wholesale levels. 


It’s Col. Fuller 


CINCINNATI.—W. J. Fuller, presi- 
dent, Fuller Automobile Co., has re- 
ceived a commission as _lientenant 
colonel and will be chief procurement 
officer of the Army Specialties Service 
for the Fifth Corps Area. ller has 
been one of the largest Ford dealers 
in the country and recently engaged 
in the rebuilding of motors. His busi- 
ness will continue under the manage- 
ment of Carroll Petermann, who for 
many years was a Ford dealer here. 
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motive Assn, last week urged deal- 
ers to do everything possible to 
focus public attention on_ the 
matter. 

Klugh further pointed out that 
there is no indication of any moves 
to place mechanics in a preferred 
status to defer them from the 
draft. 

“Every place I go,” Klugh said, 
“there is a demand for good me- 
chanics. In Greenville, Pa., for 
example, they have a large War 
Department reservation in the pro- 
cess of being constructed. All the 
dealers in that town are swamped 
with repair work, but where they 
can get good mechanics is a prob- 
lem they have not licked.” 

In answering an inquiry from an 
association member, the PAA man- 
ager said: “Maybe you dealers will 
have to train girls to do mechanical 
work, I feel that some dealers will 
have to take the initiative on this 
question of training apprentice me- 
chanics, be they girls, women, older 
men or young men, if they are to 
service. .. .” 

“There seems to be a disposition 
in Washington to allow a crisis to 
develop before it is met .. . witness 
the gas rationing and _ rubber 


. . . I consider the mechanical 
problem the ace problem of our 
industry today. We are trying to 
focus as much attention as possible 
on it, but in addition to our doing 
this, I think the dealers themselves 
will have to exercise a little in- 
genuity of their own,” Klugh de- 
clared. 


More Advisory 


Groups Named 


DETROIT.—Formation of three 
more automotive Industry Advisory 
Committees is announced by T. 
Spencer Shore, chief of the WPB’s 
Division of Industry Advisory Com- 
mittees. 

They are: 

Chassis Parts Subcommittee of 
the Automotive Replacement Parts 
Industry: 

J. J. Donovan, chief, Replacement 
Parts section, Automotive Branch, 
is the government presiding officer. 
Committee members are: i. . 
Clark, vice-president, Budd Wheel 
Co.; Wm. H. Courtright, William 
& Harvey Rowland, Inc., Philadel- 
phia; F. B. Willis, Bendix Product 
division; J. D. Eby, vice-president, 
Wagner Electric Corp.; F. A. Mil- 
ler, U. S. Asbestos division, Ray- 
bestos Manhattan Corp. 

Anti-Friction Bearings Subcom- 
mittee of the Automotive Replace- 
ment Parts Industry: 

Committee members—E, H. Aus- 
tin, Timken Roller Bearing Co.; V. 
A. Dupy, United Motors Service, 
Inc.; L. R. Murphy, Roller Bearing 
Co. of America; J. H. Thorsell, 
Marlin Rockwell Co. 

Material Requirements Subcom- 
mittee of the Automotive Replace- 
ment Parts Industry: 

Committee members—K. J. Am- 
merman, assistant to president, 
Borg-Warner Corp.; B. B. Bach- 
man, vice president and chief engi- 
neer, Autocar Co.; F. C. Bahr, vice- 
president and general manager, 
Chrysler Corp. Parts Div.; V. E. 
Doonan, general sales executive, 
Ford Motor Co.; M. D. Douglas, 
manager, Parts & Accessories divi- 
sion, Chevrolet; A. L. Johnson, 
Warner Machine Products Co. 


Safety Glass Plastic 


Replaces Rubber 
WILMINGTON, Del. — Telescop- 
ing a decade of normal] research 
and development to nine hectic 
months, the plastic interlayer for 
automobile safety glass has been 
converted into a versatile replace- 
ment for rubber in numerous mili- 
tary applications, the Plastic De- 
partment of E. I. du Pont de 
Nemours & Co. announces. 
Raincoats, bags for transporting 
drinking water to soldiers, hospital 
sheeting, life rafts and belts, food 
bags, waterproof and oil-resistant 
suits for sailors, and _ surgical 
plaster will be made from a fabric 
coated with “Butacite” polyvinyl 
acetal resin, instead of rubber. 


OPA’s Interpretation 


On Inhibiting Oil Rule 

DETROIT.—To meet the diffi- 
culty faced by dealers who pre- 
pared their cars in accordance 
with factory recommendations 
or in accordance with RFC’s 
original Appendix A in comply- 
ing with Operation No. 6 of the 
new Apjpendix B, which re- 
quired that the crankcase be 
drained and refilled with at least 
one-half charge of rust inhibit- 
ing oil, and the motor then run 
for 5 minutes, OPA has issued 
the following interpretation: 

“As the object of Item 6 (b) 
is to distribute the rust inhibit- 
ing oil throughout the engine, 
the maintenance operation re- 
quired under this item will be 
considered complied with if 

(1) The engine, with spark 
plugs removed, is turned with 
starter, or 

(2) The engine, with spark 
plugs removed and car in gear, 
is turned by revolving the rear 
wheel, This may be done by a 
portable electric motor with 
driving wheel or manually but 
if rear wheel is turned manually 
it must be turned a sufficient 
number of times so that the in- 
terior surfaces of the crankcase 
will be thoroughly covered with 
the rust inhibitor.” 


Wright to Sub 
Plastic Parts 


For Aluminum 


PATERSON, N. J.—In a move 
expected to be followed by other 
engine producers, Wright Aeronau- 
tical Corp. is replacing two sheet- 
aluminum parts used in the Wright 
Cyclone aircraft engine with parts 
made of a newly developed plastic 
material which, besides diverting 
many thousands of pounds of alu- 
minum monthly to other war pro- 
duction purposes, is superior to it 
in every way for the company’s 
needs, according to M. B. Gordon, 
vice-president and general man- 
ager. 

The two parts, baffles or air de- 
flectors and push-rod housings, are 
now in quantity production of plas- 
tic for use as standard units on all 
Wright engines, it was stated. The 
development marks the successful 
culmination of a three-year re- 
search project conducted by Wright 
in cooperation with the Panelyte 
division of St. Regis Paper Co. 

Production of the aluminum 
parts involved five complex opera- 
tions. The new plastic duplicates, 
free of any critical material and 
25 percent lighter, are formed in a 
single operation. Use of the plastic 
more than doubles the service life 
of the parts, decreases the weight 
of the engines and reduces manu- 
facturing time and costs, according 
to Gordon, who added that the 
plastic is more resistant to corro- 
sion than aluminum. 


14 of 16 States 


Truck Certificate 


Applications Are 
Now Being Mailed 


DETROIT.—Mailing of applica- 
tion blanks for Certificates of War 
Necessity was started last week by 
the central mailing headquarters of 
the Office of Defense Transporta- 
tion in Detroit, The 17 states in 
the gasoline rationed area are to 
be covered first. 

It is expected that the blind 
mailing office in Detroit will be- 
come permanent soon, making 
Detroit the center for ODT’s 
truck program. 

Applications will be mailed to 
every person in the United States 
who was registered in Dec. 31, 1941, 
as the owner of a commercial mo- 
tor vehicle. Mailing is expected to 
be completed within three weeks. 
This will allow ample time for all 
those required to have certificates 
to obtain them before Nov. 15, 
when General Order ODT No. 21 
becomes effective, provided the ap- 
plications are properly filled out 
and promptly returned. 

As mailings are completed for a 
particular area, the counties cover- 
ed will be announced. Those who 
have not received their application 
blanks at the time of the announce- 
ment must apply to the nearest 
ODT field office. Responsibility for 
obtaining applications rests with 
those affected by the order. 

The order applies to all types of 
trucks and other rubber-tired ve- 
hicles propelled or drawn by me- 
chanical power and built or rebuilt 
primarily for the purposes of trans- 
porting property, except motor- 
cycles, and all motor vehicles used 
in the transportation of passengers 
or which are available for public 
rental, including ambulances and 
hearses, but not including private 
passenger cars. 

Under the order, conservation of 
tires is mandatory. Tires must be 
inspected at designated stations 
every 5,000 miles, or every 60 days, 
whichever occurs first. 

According to the order, if tires go 
out of service prematurely, the 
burden of proof will be upon the 
commercial motor vehicle owner 
to show that they did not fail 
through neglect or abuse. If he 
cannot show this, the owner can 
be denied replacements, recaps or 
retreads. 


Ga.’s ‘Cheap’ Car Fee 
Blamed for Jalopies 


ATLANTA.—Maj. John E. Good- 
win, head of the state highway 
patrol, has assailed Georgia’s 
“cheap” $3 automobile registration 
fee as enabling owners of many 
run-down jalopies to continue oper- 
ating them instead of making an 
overdue contribution to the junk 
yard. 

“Thousands of cars now licensed 
on the highways of Georgia are 
actually potential ‘killers,’” he as- 
serted in indorsing the WPB quota 
for the state of 40,000 worn-out 
cars scrapped. 


Continue 


Inspections of Cars 


Special to Automotive News 

WASHINGTON. — Though the 
war’s drain of mechanics and other 
inspection personnel has _handi- 
capped many state motor vehicle 
departments, they are preparing to 
continue annual or’ semi-annual 
checkups of automobiles, according 
to a recent survey. 

Information from 14 of the 16 
states with statewide motor vehicle 
inspection laws, indicates almost 
universal agreement that periodic 
inspections are necessary now be- 
cause of the ageing of cars and 
tires. Periodic tire inspections every 
60 days have been ordered by two 
federal war agencies, it is pointed 
out. 

Of the three states with their 
own inspection stations reporting, 
Connecticut has dropped its semi- 
annual inspection of motor vehicles, 
but both the department of motor 
vehicles and the state police con- 
tinue to stop vehicles on the high- 
ways and examine them with 
portable apparatus. If equipment 
is shown faulty, the motorist is 
subject to penalty. 

New Jersey, another of the three 


states, has gone from semi-annual 
to annual checkups, while South 
Carolina indicated its state vehicle 
inspection may be curtailed or sus- 
pended altogether by legislative 
action in January, 1943. 

Several of the 11 other states 
which use authorized service sta- 
tions for motor vehicle inspections 
report manpower shortages are 
hampering their programs. In this 
connection, Colorado reports legis- 
lation may be sought to provide for 
state-operated inspection stations; 
but whatever the facilities, the in- 
spection program will continue. 

Massachusetts is continuing semi- 
annual inspection, as is Vermont. 
Other states carrying on with an- 
nual checkups are Delaware, New 
Mexico, Utah, Virginia, Maine, 
Pennsylvania, New Hampshire and 
Mississippi. 

Besides the 16 states with state- 
wide requirements for motor ve- 
hicle inspection, five states—Iowa, 
Minnesota, Oregon, Tennessee and 
Texas—authorize municipalities to 
require inspection for vehicles own- 
ed or used within their boundaries. 


second 
fice, Detroit, under act ef March 3, 1679 
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New Process 


For Reclaiming 


BOSTON.—A new chemical pro- 
cess for reclaiming rubber was an- 
nounced last week by John M. 
Bierer, factory manager of the 
Boston Woven Hose & Rubber Co., 
who said that it would make possi- 
ble automobile tire recaps with a 
life of 18,000 miles or more, in 
contrast with 5,000 to 10,000 miles 
for recaps made by existing 
methods. 

Bierer said that his company, 
in the 1890's, had developed the 
standard method of reclaiming 
now generally employed. The new 
formula, he added, does away with 
destructive heat and oxygen treat- 
ment of the older method and that 
the reclaimed rubber leaves the 
press in 12 minutes, instead of re- 
quiring 20 hours of “cooking” as 
in the old process. 


Advertising 


Wardrives 

Automotive conservation is the 
subject of one of several war 
advertising campaigns now being 
prepared, the Advertising Coun- 
cil, Inc., reported last week. 

The council further announced 
“operational” projects, such as 
the establishment of a guide to 
war advertising, a plan to enlist 
all local advertising clubs, a 
continuing study of war effort 
advertising and a display project 
to coordinate all window and 
other display channels for dis- 
tribution of government posters. 


‘Doc’ Cheadle 

Funeral services were held in 
Detroit Friday for C. C. (Doc) 
Cheadle, 61, for 20 years publicity 
man for Ford Motor Co., who died 
Oct. 6 following a heart attack. 
Before joining Ford in 1923, Mr. 
Cheadle had worked on the Kansas 
City Star, the Peoria Journal and 
with the United Press in Chicago. 


Nifty 

“Announcing for ’42-"48—A New 
Idea in Transportation,” is the 
title of a nifty promotion ad just 
produced by the Philadelphia 
Evening Bulletin. Depicts a na- 
tional auto show, with tanks and 
jeeps replacing cars; lists the 
19 makes of cars which now 
“stand for American production 
methods that have gone to war.” 


Joins 
O. A. (Dutch) Feldon, specialist 
in merchandising and marketing, 
has joined MacFarland, Aveyard 
& Co. as a partner and vice-presi- 
dent in charge of merchandising, it 
is announced by Hays MacFarland, 
president. For the last 10 years 
with Macfadden publications, Fel- 
don started in the sales depart- 
ment, progressing to the position 
of western manager. 
—Perte WEMHOFF 
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